ANTHONY   EDEN
Having established his complete command of the details
involved, Eden went on to consider the more general aspects
of our policy. As for our relations with France he hoped the
criticisms echoed by Lloyd George would not gain force or
authority in this country. The solidarity of Anglo-French
relations must form an inevitable basis for the peace of
Europe, not only to-day but in the future. Recent events
proved that the friendship was not exclusive. On the
contrary, he went on in a remarkable passage, ' it is the
medium through which alone such progress as has been made
in international relations has been achieved. Through that
medium the agreements of Locarno were achieved and
rapprochement with Germany made possible. It was
through that friendship that Germany was able to find a
place in the Council of the League of Nations itself, but for
the friendly relations which existed between this country and
France the League of Nations would not now be in the
strong position it is at the moment.'
How  far  that  declaration  bears   the   scrutiny  of   1938
is  another matter.   To-day  it  is  quite  often  enough for
those   Right-wingers   who   were   in   most   ardent   agree-
ment with Eden's Francophil sentiments to condemn the
League   of   Nations   out   of   hand   as   an   Anglo-French
alliance.  Eden, however, made it clear from the beginning
that   his   conviction   was   not   simply   that   Anglo-French
friendship should  be maintained but  also  that it should
be extended to others.   Any doctrine that Anglo-French
collaboration   must,   in   some   ambiguous   way,   embitter
other governments was * morbid and monstrous '. He found,
that on every occasion since the War when Anglo-French
understanding was blurred, the prospect of peace for Europe
was least happy—a somewhat sweeping discovery, and the
only instance he could give was Chanak, when * the prestige
of this country sank to its lowest ebb *. According to Eden, it
was entirely Lloyd George's fault.   'We are a little more
charitable than he on occasions.   It takes two to make a
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